A Note of Appreciation

by John Dyer

I was delighted to read John Stevens’ important article in the February 2008 TSRA Newsletter on how Avco Systems organized and conducted its strategy to win the MX program.  Although I failed to mention John by name―the focus of my article was elsewhere―it was an oversight.  Indeed, John was the central figure in that successful pursuit and he played a key role in its execution.  If there would ever be a Hall of Fame for Avco/Textron, I should expect to find a plaque to John Stevens for his many years of significant sustained contributions to Systems survival and achievements.

Like that old time radio program Grand Central Station, there are a million stories that could be told about Avco/Textron Systems.  I told but a few that, had I not been too busy at the time, they would have been submitted for the Fifty Year Anniversary book.  I know there are many more out there.  For instance, Ted Laskaris sent me an email that I might have mentioned something on MX nose tips and rocket nozzles.

One of the less acknowledged values of TSRA (and its Newsletter) is the opportunity it affords us to hold on to some of the bonds of the past as our individual futures unfold. This is a terrific forum for sharing some of the great struggles and adventures we, in different parts of this large and complex organization, have taken part in. Each of us can provide a unique perspective from a project office, a line department or a support organization.  Have you ever imagined the range of human compassion Ed Stupak must have felt as employees brought their troubles to him over the years he served as HR director?  

Thus, I …challenge TSRA members. Tell us your stories: put down your thoughts and words, send them to Carol Coombs or Selena Evans.  Share them with us all!

