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FUN AT THE FAIRE

TSRA’s annual Fall Luncheon was held at the
Hillview Country Club in North Reading, MA on
Thursday, October 20". The theme of this year’s
luncheon was “providing opportunities for members
to socialize”, i.e., a “Social Faire”. In order to give
our members more time to interact among
themselves and with Directors and Officers of the
TSRA Board, there was no guest speaker. Instead,
there were several tables set up to highlight member
interests including TSC, TDS, and AERL
memorabilia, hobbies and pastimes, and retirement
benefits assistance.

More than 120 members and guests had an
opportunity to reminisce through photographs,
many editions of the SCANNER and Newsletter
and assorted pamphlets and brochures from the
Company’s historical past. Some material went as
far back as 1973! In addition to the table display, a
presentation of photographs from past events was
shown continuously on a large screen at the front of
the room (hopefully you were able to read the
wonderful captions that accompanied some of the
photos).

Gloria Speranza, Kiki Triant, Maureen
Indrisano and Peg Stanton

Members of the Retiree Benefits Affairs Committee
were on hand to discuss and answer questions. A
SHINE (Serving Health Insurance Needs of Elders)
counselor was also on hand to field questions and
provide printed material.

Jim Stamboni and Jackie Burke give out
the raffle tickets

Attendees were invited to share how they may
spend their leisure time at the Hobbies and Pastime
table and were invited to identify and sign up for a
group or club of their interest. Some of the
activities that were identified included gardening,
cooking, music, photography, travel, theatre, sports,
woodworking, and winemaking. Mr. Gennaro
Cataldo, owner of Boston Beer & Wine Hobby of

Woburn, MA, had amateur winemaking equipment
(continued on next page)
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Fun at the Faire
(continued)

on display and answered questions about the art and
joy of winemaking. Since the luncheon, we have
been looking at the information provided by the
attendees and hope to initiate several “clubs” over
the next few months.

In order to increase the enjoyment of our attendees,
a new event was introduced at this Fall Luncheon--a
raffle. Each attendee was given a raffle ticket with
their name tags as they arrived. TSRA is always
searching for ways to make our organization better
by soliciting input from our members. To help in
that process, any attendee who submitted a
suggestion, question, or comment was given an
additional raffle ticket. The raffle prizes included
ten $25-gift cards and two gift certificates for
Beginner Winemaking Classes, compliments of
Boston Beer and Wine Hobby. Among the winners
were:  Ron Cowen Phil Donaghey Phyllis
Daugherty, George Enos Al Hasapis Janice
Joyce Bob Kessler Muthe Limpaecher, Dick
McConville and Mario Sacca

We received a large number of suggestions for
additional social functions. We are establishing an
adhoc committee to evaluate these suggestions and
make their recommendations to the TSRA Board at
our next Board meeting. We also received a
significant number of benefits related questions.
Our Retirement Benefits Affairs Committee is
responding to those questions. Look for the
answers shortly on our website.

All of the above ran concurrently with a fabulous
(as always) buffet prepared by the Hillview Country
Club kitchen staff. From the comments received
thus far, this luncheon program appears to have
been a very big success. As always, we welcome
your comments and suggestions for future
programs.
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Joel Bernstein and Joe Martino enjoy
some of the memorabilia on display

What's New on the TSRA Web?
(www.tsretirees.org)

The TSRA Website provides information about
TSRA events past and present and the
organization itself. It is also a source for
comprehensive  resource  for  information
pertinent to our retiree and pre-retiree members.

Information and articles are updated regularly, so
plan to check the website often!

Recent information on the TSRA website
includes:

1 It's membership renewal time. Read the
Renewal Letter from our President and
send in your Renewal Application
TheTSRA Strategic Plan for 2010 - 2014
New Retirement Planning article by
Bruce Pettengill and Joann Campbell

= =|

New Articles of Interest:

Health Care Reform in New Hampshire
EE Series Savings Bonds Going Digital!
TSRA Brochure

Health Insurance Options for Pre-
Medicare Retirees

il
il
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il

Published by the Textron Systems Retirees Association, P.O. Box 2155, N. Conway, NH 03860
See our website at www.tsretirees.org

2



http://www.tsretirees.org/2012%20Renewal%20Letter.pdf
http://www.tsretirees.org/2012%20Renewal%20Application.pdf
http://www.tsretirees.org/StratPlan2010-2014.doc
http://www.tsretirees.org/resources/RetirementPlanning.doc

TDS Invites TSRA Veterans to

Celebration Event
(Dom LaRosa)

Annually on 11 November, we celebrate Veteran’s
Day to pay homage and respect to those military
heroes who served their country proudly.
Remembering the day and all its emotions and
memories is such a beautiful and important thing
that engenders many a personal pause on what
Freedom means to each of us.

This past Veteran’s Day was an especially exciting
day once again for many of our TSRA members
who served in the military. TDS honored its
Veterans by conducting a tribute to both active
employees and TSRA veterans with an outstanding
program.  Highlights included brief welcoming
comments from TDS speakers, Pledge of
Allegiance and singing of the National Anthem.
Featured were two guest speakers. A TDS veteran,
Col. Jay Johnson first gave an excellent talk of
how veterans are key to our peace process and the
spectrum of responses America has given its
veterans for serving their country.

This year, another first was achieved by TSRA with
an invitation to provide the second speaker and |
was delighted to accept that invitation and proud to
represent TSRA. | spoke on the importance
freedom has played throughout our history and how
critical it is to have each generation preserve it.

Abraham Lincoln said, “America will never be
destroyed from the outside. If we falter and lose
our freedoms, it will be because we destroyed
ourselves.” Freedoms of all types are embodied in
this definition. At the core of all these related
freedoms is our National Defense Freedom in which
we must defend our country against our
enemies...s0 we can continue to advance these other
freedoms that define who we are as Americans.

A group of over 20 represented TSRA and were
part of the 300 plus audience. It truly was a most

impressive and touching event. TDS acknowledged
TSRA members and their important contributions
over the years in both their military and company
careers.

Left to Right: John Di Gloria, Ray D'Auteuil, John Campos,
Edward M. Strong, Everett Leonard, Walter Christmas, Dom
LaRosa, Richard Rosypal, Dan Cheetham, Harry Salibian, Bill
Gosselin, Tony Longo, and Tom Brennan. Absent from picture
were Leo Roy and Andy Fay NOTE: The projected picture in the
background shows former TS President, Frank Tempesta in
uniform.

This event was well received by all those who
attended and plans to repeat it will hopefully be
continued in future years.

ADDRESS CHANGES

In order to keep our mailing lists current and
up-to-date, please notify us ofany changes-

name, address, phone or email. Pleas
include the ®“old” in
“new’” i nf oEwem af tthe cwhange is

temporary, you shaid submit the
notification each time to be sure you do nof
miss any important notices. Forall changes,
contact Claire Flynn by mail or email.
MAIL : Claire Flynn, c/o TSRA, P.O. Box
2155, N. Conway NH 03860. MMAIL:
cbcfl450@yahoo.com. Thank you for yau
cooperation in this matter.
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Health Care Reform in NH
(Robert E. Ricles, Esq.)

Although this article is written as a service to our
New Hampshire residents, much of what is
contained in the article is applicable nationwide.
The article is based primarily on a New Hampshire
Continuing Legal Education course’. Although the
subject is considered controversial in many
quarters, this article is intended to be non-partisan
and non-political and only considers factual
information.

The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
(PPACA), Public Law 111-148, was enacted on 23
March 2010; the Health Care and Education
Reconciliation Act, (the Reconciliation Act), Public
Law 111-185 was enacted on 30 March 2010;
together they are referred to as the Affordable Care
Act (ACA).

What Were Some of the Immediate (2010)
Benefits to NH Residents?

"Donut Hole" - Part D - In 2009 about 17,400 NH
Medicare beneficiaries hit the so-called Part D
"donut Hole"; in 2010 NH Medicare beneficiaries
who hit the Donut Hole were automatically sent a
rebate check for $250; the phasing out of the donut
hole will be described later.

Health Coverage for Early Retirees - About 16,300
NH residents retired before they were eligible for
Medicare and had coverage from their employers -
BUT firms providing this coverage have been
decreasing over time. A $5 Billion temporary early
retiree reinsurance program was included in ACA to
help companies continue early retiree’s health
benefits - companies, unions and state and local
governments are eligible.

Small Business Tax Credits: - 22,600 NH small
businesses could be helped by this tax credit that
makes it easier for businesses to provide health
coverage for their workers and makes premiums
more affordable.

Consumer Protections: - Insurance companies are
no longer able to place lifetime limits on coverage,
ensuring that 940,000 NH residents do not have to
worry about coverage running out.  Insurance
companies are no longer able to drop people from
coverage when they get sick, protecting 64,000 NH
residents.  Insurance companies may no longer
exclude children for pre-existing conditions.
Insurance plans' use of annual limits are strictly
regulated, protecting 846,000 NH residents. Health
insurers offering new plans have to develop an
appeals process to ease any disputes for denial of
services. Patients' choice of doctors is protected by
allowing plan members in new plans to pick any
primary care provider, prohibiting insurers from
requiring prior authorization before a woman sees
an ob-gyn, and ensuring access to emergency care.

Health Care for Young Adults: - If there is coverage
on their parents' policy, the policy must allow the
child to remain on the plan until age 26, bringing
relief to about 3,480 NH individuals.

Affordable Insurance for Uninsured with Pre-
existing Conditions: - $19.8 million federal dollars
were made available to NH to provide coverage for
uninsured residents with pre-existing medical
conditions through a new transitional high-risk pool
program.

Community Health Centers: - Increased funding for
the 57 NH Community Health Centers will help
nearly double the number of patients seen over the
next five years and could support construction of
new centers.

Doctors Where People Need Them: - $1.5 Billion
over five years made available for scholarships and
loan repayments for doctors, nurses and other health
care providers who work in areas with a shortage of
health professionals, helping the 5% of NH's
residents living in underserved areas.

Medicaid Options for States: - for the first time, NH
has the option of federal Medicaid funding for
coverage of all low-income populations without

respect to age, disability or family status.
(continued on next page)
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Health Care Reform in NH

(continued)

THE DONUT HOLE

The prescription drug coverage gap, more
commonly known as the "donut hole"” will be
phasing out until 2020, at which point you will pay
the same percentage (25%) as you currently pay
after you meet your plan's deductible (if your plan
has a deductible). The timetable is as follows®:

YEAR % YOU PAY FOR
NAME BRAND GENERIC
2011 50% 93%
2012 50% 86%
2013 47.5% 79%
2014 47.5% 2%
2015 45% 65%
2016 45% 58%
2017 40% 51%
2018 35% 44%
2019 30% 37%
2020 25% 25%

FRAUD, WASTE & ABUSE

Fraud, waste and abuse has been a major problem.
In order to combat this problem, $350 Million has
been allocated over ten years - it is shown that for
every $1 invested there is a $4 return. In a
Thompson-Reuters White Paper (10/16/09) it was
shown that there is $700 Billion wasted in the US
health care system each year, of which 19% is
fraud, consisting of intentional unnecessary
services, services not provided, misrepresentation of
the cost of care, kickbacks and misbranding of
drugs. The remaining 81% consists of provider
errors, preventable conditions, lack of coordination
and administrative inefficiencies. Fraud and abuse
enforcement is active in NH - in October 2009 there
was a $124 Million settlement in a pharmaceutical
investigation®. You can do your part by always
examining your CMS statement to assure that
charges are for services provided and that there are
not duplicate billings.

MISCELLANEOUS

Medicare now pays for an annual physical exam
(euphemistically called a "wellness exam™) with no
co-pay or deductible - you may have a charge for an
office visit. The cap exception (number of allowed
visits) for physical therapy and occupational therapy
has been extended. The new enrollment dates for
changing or enrolling in new coverage has been
changed to 15 October to 7 December and the
coverage becomes effective 1 January. The ACA
also ties "quality of care™ to hospital payments so
that things that should not happen in a hospital (e.g.
- infections, instruments left in body, etc.) will not
be rewarded with a higher payment rate, as occurred
before ACA. ACA also provides for better care
after discharge from the hospital.

CAUTION!

Do not believe everything you read in emails or
social networks - fact check them! A typical
example of misinformation concerns part B
premiums. The fact is that these premiums are
income-driven and the income levels were set in
2007, before the passage of ACA, requiring that
persons with income greater than $85,000
($170,000 for married couples) pay a higher Part B
premium. The premiums are also formula-driven so
that the government pays about 75% of the cost and
we pay the remaining 25% as determined by the
government actuaries, also not part of ACA.

! "Health Care Reform - A Legal Perspective"”, New
Hampshire Bar Association CLE, December 3,
2010.

2 "The Affordable Care Act: Immediate Benefits for
New Hampshire", Christie L. Hager, Regional
Director, US Department of Health and Human
Services, Boston, MA, December 3, 2010.

3 "Medicare Prescription Drug Coverage - Closing
the Coverage Gap", November 2010.

* "Health Reform - Fraud, Abuse and Enforcement
Provisions"”, Attorney Lawrence W. Vergnalia,
Foley & Lardner, LLP, Boston, MA and Attorney
John J. Farley, US Attorney's Office, Concord, NH,
December 3, 2010.
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Protect Your Personal

Information
(The following information is from an article sent to us by
Vivian Ytterhus)

The IRS does not initiatetaxpayer
communications through email.

All unsolicited e-mail claiming to be from either the
IRS or any other IRS-related components such as
EFTPS (Electronic Federal Tax Payment System)
should be reported to phishing@irs.gov. Phishing
is a scam typically carried out by unsolicited e-mail
and/or websites that pose as legitimate sites and lure
unsuspecting victims to provide personal and
financial information.  However, if you have
experienced monetary losses due to an IRS-related
incident, please file a complaint with the Federal
Trade Commission through their Complaint
Assistant to make that information available to
investigators.

If you receive an e-mail claiming to be from the IRS
that contains a request for personal information DO
NOT REPLY, DO NOT OPEN ANY
ATTACHMENTS (attachments may contain
malicious code that will infect your computer). DO
NOT CLICK ON ANY LINKS, FORWARD THE
E-MAIL TO phising@irs.gov. and DELETE THE
ORIGINAL E-MAIL MESSAGE YOU
RECEIVED. If you clicked on links in a suspicious
e-mail or phishing website and entered confidential
information, visit our identity protection page.

If you discover a website on the Internet that claims
to be the IRS but you suspect it is bogus, send the
URL of the suspicious site to phishing@irs.gov.
Please add in the subject line of the e-mail,
‘Suspicious Website'.

If you receive a phone call or paper letter via mail
from an individual claiming to be the IRS but you
suspect they are not an IRS employee, ask for a call
back number and employee badge number and
contact the IRS to determine if the caller is an IRS
employee with a legitimate need to contact you. If

you receive a letter claiming to be from the IRS,
contact the IRS to determine if the mail is a
legitimate IRS letter. If it is a legitimate IRS letter,
reply if needed. If caller or party that sent the letter
is not legitimate, contact the Treasury Inspector
General for Tax Administration at 1.800.366.4484.

If you receive an unsolicited e-mail or fax,
involving a stock, share purchase or claiming to be
from the IRS or you receive a Form W-8BEN from
an unknown source and you are a U.S. citizen
located in the United States or its territories or a
U.S. citizen living abroad, complete the appropriate
complaint form with the U.S. Securities and
Exchange Commission and forward e-mail to
phishing@irs.gov. Please add in the subject line of
the e-mail, 'Stock’. If you are a victim of monetary
or identity theft, you may submit a complaint
through the FTC Complaint Assistant.

If you are not a U.S. citizen and reside outside the
United States, complete the appropriate complaint
form with the U.S. Securities and Exchange
Commission, contact your securities regulator and
file a complaint and forward e-mail to
phishing@irs.gov. Please add in the subject line of
the e-mail, 'Stock’. If you are a victim of monetary
or identity theft, you may report your complaint to
econsumer.gov.

If you receive an unsolicited fax claiming to be
from the IRS, requesting personal information,
contact the IRS to determine if the fax is from the
IRS. If you learn the fax is not from the IRS, please
send us the information via e-mail at
phishing@irs.gov. In the subject line of the e-mail,
please type the word ‘FAX.

Note: Do not submit tax-related questions to
phishing@irs.gov. If you have a tax-related
question, unrelated to phishing or identity theft,
please contact the IRS.

Remember, the IRS DOES NOT initiate e-mail

communication with taxpayers regarding EFTPS or
(continued on next page)
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Protect Your Personal Information
(continued)

tax account matters. The IRS DOES NOT request
detailed personal information through e-mail, send
any communication requesting your PIN numbers,
passwords or similar access information for credit
cards, banks or other financial accounts.

If you receive a suspicious phishing e-mail not
claiming to be from the IRS, forward the e-mail as-
IS to reportphishing@antiphishing.org.

If you receive an e-mail you suspect contains
malicious code or a malicious attachment and you
HAVE clicked on the link or downloaded the
attachment, visit OnGuardOnline.gov to learn what
to do if you suspect you have malware on your
compulter.

If you receive an e-mail you suspect contains
malicious code or a malicious attachment and you
HAVE NOT clicked on the link or downloaded the
attachment, forward the e-mail to your Internet
Service Provider’s abuse department and/or to
spam@uce.gov.

Whale Watch Trip

Joe Martino

August 25" turned out to be a great day for the
Whale Watch Trip. The weather was perfect
Thursday morning as we departed with a group of
12 TSRA folks aboard the Privateer 1V sharply at
8:30 A.M. The boat, which can carry up to 149
passengers plus crew, was not crowded and
afforded us ample room to move about.

Original projections had us going out on a long
reach of about 40 miles with a later than normal
estimated return of about 1:30 P.M. Luckily, this
turned out not to be the case as five Humpback
whales were encountered at only 16 miles out at the
northwesterly edge of Stellwagen Bank. This meant
we were able to spend a lot more time with them
(well over an hour) and still be back by around noon
for lunch.

The naturalist on board did a wonderful job of
narration, obviously enthusiastic over the close
proximity of the whales to the boat and their
frequent surfacing and diving as they fed on krill
near the surface.

We captured the events of the day with many good
photos and ended a great experience with a nice
relaxing lunch at the Gloucester House Restaurant.

In Memoriam

TSRA sends its condolences and sincere
sympathy to the families of the following former
Avco/Textron employees/or spouses.

Richard A. Phelps 03/11/11
(spouse of Joyce)
Lucinda M. Velozo, 08/23/11
Robert BeckerWalker, 08/24/11
Walter A. Johnson, 08/24/11
Gilbert J. Moran Sr., 08/31/11
Julia Frances Connors,09/05/11
Laraine Milauskas, 09/26/11
(spouse of Ron)

Richard Mintner , 10/08/11
Bruce A. Tweed,10/15/11
Robert R. Henry, 10/21/11
Kenneth P. "Ken" Joncas, 10/31/11
Glover Benton Mayfield, 11/8/11
Robert E. Call, 11/14/11

Published by the Textron Systems Retirees Association, P.O. Box 2155, N. Conway, NH 03860
See our website at www.tsretirees.org



mailto:reportphishing@antiphishing.org

TSRA Welcomes New Members

The Textron Retiree Association is pleased to

welcome the following individuals into the
organization:

Angelo and Donna Beatrice
Jacquelyn and Anthony Boggiatto
Chris and Christina Brungardt
Karrie and Dominick Delgavio
Jay and Leila Doucette
Michael and Anastasia Jansen
Kathleen Kelly-Goldstein
Maureen and Peter Indrisano
Michael and Renay Labonte
Brian and Beverly Mackie
Tom and Kerry Olson
Anthony and Mary Pruszenski
Richard and Deborah Slater
Aline and Ron Valcourt
Michael and Marise Williams

TSRA Newsletter

Carol Coombs, Editor
John Lescher, JCC Chairman

Articles Submitted By:
Dom LaRosa
Joe Martino
Bob Ricles
Jim Stamboni
Vivian Ytterhus

Contributors:
Anita Adams, Bob Cranton, Len Epstein,Selena
Evans, Tom Heinze Bob Littlehale, Joe Pelletier,
John Petty, Leo RoyMario Sacco, Peg Stantorand
Bill Strickland

Visit the TSRA website
(www.tsretirees.org/index.htn for curr ent and
past editions of the Newsletter as well as other

important information.
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