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SUCCESSFUL ANNUAL FALL LUNCHEON HELD ON OCTOBER 15th
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Once again over 120 TSRA members and guests gathered at Hillview Country Club for the Annual Fall Luncheon. The Luncheon was served in a buffet format with various stations setup to encourage more social interaction between members.  From early reports and comments it seems to have worked!  Members were more animated and socialized more during the luncheon.  In addition, there was a variety of food and ample quantities. 


The luncheon was preceded by a Health Care Presentation regarding Medicare and other health insurance related topics. This presentation was given by Bob Ricles, a TSRA board member, lawyer and SHINE counselor. Bob provided much insight into the complexities confronting us all regarding health insurance and what to expect in the coming year. Also provided were many handouts containing valuable information. Bob’s talk included a PowerPoint presentation that has been made available on the TSRA website.

(continued on page 2)
Fall Luncheon (continued from page 1)
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Bill Fitzgerald was presented with a life achievement award for his continuing dedicated efforts on behalf of TSRA. Bill, accompanied by his wife Margaret, graciously accepted the award.  The details of Bill’s efforts and achievements appear in a separate article on page 5.
The luncheon also included entertainment provided by Paul Nardizzi, a well known comedian who has had frequent appearances at local comedy clubs as well as late night television.

Members at the luncheon were asked to participate in a survey of possible future social events so that the Membership Affairs Committee and the TSRA Board could obtain a better idea as to what members would like in the way of activities.  A report on the results will be provided in an upcoming Newsletter.

We look forward to seeing you all at the Spring Luncheon in May.
Len Epstein
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VISIT TO NASHOBA VALLEY WINERY
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Len Epstein
On Thursday, August 27, 2009, 33 Textron System retirees and their guests ventured out to the Nashoba Valley Winery for a tour and tasting.  The winery, under new ownership since 2004, has undergone some impressive changes. They have expanded their traditional fruit orchard wine offerings to include more conventional grape based wines. The small winery is attached to an impressive wine shop that also includes all of the accessories one needs for a party including wine racks and serving paraphernalia and dishes.

To my surprise, the tour and tasting were combined into one enjoyable experience.  Strategically situated along the tour route were various wines that had been placed before we entered.  The tour guide served the wine in glasses we were given as souvenirs and discussed the attributes of each while providing some interesting

facts about the wine making process. The wines progressed from very light fruity varieties to more serious grape derived products.  

In addition to the wine making process, we were introduced to a new asset of the winery—a German acquired still which is being used to produce single malt liquor. We were also informed that the winery produces its own crafted beer in another building which we did not get to tour.  They also have many varieties of fruit for picking out at their orchard, including apples, peaches and plums.

After the tour we all spent some time in the shop perusing the wine selection as well as the accessories. There was also an opportunity to taste some additional wines at the wine bar in the shop.  Word quickly got around that the Riesling (which we did not taste on the tour) was outstanding.  This led to a flurry of purchases before we departed for the Bolton Roadhouse, a recently refurbished restaurant dating back to the ‘40s.  I might add that Nashoba Winery has an excellent gourmet restaurant, J’s, which I highly recommend.  However it is small and they could not accommodate a group of our size.

If you have an opportunity to go the winery on your own or in a small group, you might want to consider eating there.  Having said that, the Bolton Roadhouse serves food that is less gourmet but quite good and our group was given a separate room where a wonderful lunch was enjoyed by all.

TSRA’S PROCLAMATION AWARDED TO
BILL FITZGERALD
Ron Milauskas
The Board of Directors honored Bill Fitzgerald during the Fall Luncheon with a Proclamation that designated him as an Honored Guest at all Association Luncheons in perpetuity.  This is only the second time in the ten-year history of the organization that such an award has been presented.  The proclamation cited Bill’s unique contributions to TSRA as one of its original six founders, in providing ten years of continuous service to TSRA in an official capacity, in being instrumental in researching and creating the original address list of Textron retirees, in maintaining the membership information data base, and in being a valued colleague and friend.  

In accepting the Proclamation, Bill shared his thoughts on his service to TSRA noting especially that the time spent maintaining the membership roles provided him with countless opportunities to take “trips down memory lane” recalling events and interactions as he transcribed the names of former colleagues and friends.

The only other recipient of this award was Hank McCard who was so honored upon the completion of his term as the First President of TSRA.


WHAT’S NEW AT TEXTRON SYSTEMS?

Textron Defense Systems' XM1100 Scorpion(TM) Completes Simulated Urban Environment Tests
WILMINGTON, Mass. Oct. 12, 2009—Textron Defense Systems, an operating unit of Textron Systems, a Textron Inc. (NYSE: TXT) company, announced today that its XM1100 Scorpion networked sensor and munitions platform has completed a test series focused on demonstrating the system’s capabilities in urban environments. 
Testing was held at Fort Benning, Georgia, where the Scorpion system performed in both day and nighttime scenarios.  This site accurately emulates a populated town including roadways, public areas and buildings, shops and residential buildings.  The rigorous test series confirmed the Scorpion system’s ability to accurately identify and engage targets in urban environments. 
“Modern warfare demands solutions that are flexible enough to perform reliably in a broad range of environments,” says Mark Catizone, Senior Vice President and General Manager of Textron Defense Systems.  “Our Scorpion system is designed to provide warfighters valuable force projection and minimize impact to non-combatants.  This holds true in urban environments or against rugged terrain, whether mountainside, desert or wilderness.  This flexibility gives warfighters added confidence in the face of danger, as well as enhanced capability to complete their missions.” 
An end-to-end, live-fire Scorpion test will take place at White Sands Missile Range, New Mexico later this year and is expected to culminate with the Scorpion system detecting, tracking and engaging multiple remote-controlled armored vehicles with live high-explosives munitions.
TSRA WELCOMES 60 NEW
PRE-RETIREE MEMBERS

Jim Stamboni
A major initiative undertaken by the TSRA Board of Directors has been to better understand and address the needs of the pre-retirement community at Textron’s Wilmington, MA facility. This community is represented by that portion of the current workforce that is actively addressing retirement concerns. With the increasing uncertainties in Social Security, Medicare, other health insurance, pension plans, employee savings plans, and the job market in general, there are more questions than ever pertaining to employees’ ability to retire comfortably, or even at all! 
To focus this initiative, TSRA has formed a pre-retirees’ working group chaired by Joel Bernstein.  This group meets monthly (Friday afternoons) at the plant to identify the concerns of this portion of the workforce and to work with the TSRA Board of Directors to address those concerns.  Since 2008 we have also made a concerted effort to attract new members to TSRA from the pre-retiree portion of the Wilmington workforce.  Last year, through our participation in TDS’ Benefits Fair, we enrolled 87 new members.
In 2009 we participated in two employee events, a TSRA Open House on September 20th and the TDS Benefits Fair on October 27th.  Both events were held in Wilmington’s John Mahoney Memorial Auditorium.  For the TSRA Board, the objectives of these events was to have dialogue with the attendees concerning ongoing TSRA activities, to address their questions as best we could, to better understand the challenges facing them as they plan for retirement and to recruit new members.  By all measures these events were very successful in that we had many fruitful interchanges and also welcomed an additional 60 pre-retirees as new TSRA members.
In addition to the TSRA Board members who volunteered their time for these events, we appreciate the efforts of TSRA pre-retiree members   Joel  Bernstein,   Bob  Littlehale,  and 

Ray Kahre in staffing our display. We also appreciate the collaborative support of Lisa Parcella from TSC Communications and Dan Hanlon and his team from HR, including Peg Stanton, Eileen Swisher, Rochelle Capozzi, as well as Inta Brazilis Simeone for their continued support to TSRA.  Finally we are in debt to Mark Catizone for his continued support to the overall initiatives and activities of TSRA.
TSRA WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS

The Textron Retiree Association is pleased to welcome the following individuals into the organization:
Richard & Gail Rosypal

John & Carol Conrad

Robert & Paula Correia

Michael & Cynthia Caffrey

Darryl & Cheri Cain

David & Catherine Delude

John & Therese Smeriglio

Judith & Eugene Bewig

Jo-Ann & Robert Pisacreta

Richard & Denise Peterson

Denise Camerlengo

Mary & Charles Malandrino

James & Maureen Moulton

Steve & Joan Ross

Roberta St. Peter

Lorraine & Ron Ouellette

Ray & Joyce Loszewski

Brad & Laurie Lowman

Lucy Miller

Judy Buchannan

Peg Stanton

Layna Morrison

Bill Sandberg

Bob & Terri Neville

Loren Casey

Gerard & Diane Parcella

Barbara & Thomas Bochart

Domenic & Bonnie Mercurio

Bob & Kathy Cuddyer

Jeanne & Alan Bumstead

Linda Bowley

Gary Jones

Kathy & Paul Dattoli

Jim Cunningham

Barbara & Richard Wallace

Francis & Eileen Welch

Vincent Patterson

Vince & Kathy Closson

Henry & Terry Finneral

Jeff & Patricia Picard

Noel Nightingale

Mark & Brenda Foster

Beth & Edmond Rabasco

Tom & Barbara Shahood

Rhonda Slack

Ginny Jaynes

Karolyn & Richard Pisano

John Gonsalves

Ed & Maureen Barry

Robert & Mary Nurmi

Steve & Jane Herrick

Mary Juanita Grass

Andrew & Susan Sullivan

Frank & Joan Parisi

Chris Hausfeld

Jeff & Anne Dries

Nancy Godek

Gary & Carol McGuinness

Mark & Eileen Catizone

Robert & Janet Knudson

Robert & Nancy Cooke
Joe Penney
HELP US TO HELP YOU!
In order to keep our mailing lists current and up-to-date, please notify us of any changes.  Please include your “old” address as well as your “new” address.  Even if the change is temporary, you should submit the notification each time to be sure you do not miss any important notifications.  For US Postal Service changes, notify Bill Fitzgerald at P.O. Box 2702, Acton, MA 01720.  If you have an e-mail address change, notify Bill at billfitz@pobox.com.  Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.



FRANK TEMPESTA TO RETIRE 

PROVIDENCE, R.I., Nov. 16, 2009—Textron Inc. (NYSE: TXT) announced that Fred Strader has been named president and CEO of its Textron Systems segment, effective January 1, 2010. He succeeds Frank Tempesta who is retiring after 46 years of outstanding service to Textron. 

Strader has been serving as chief operating officer of Textron Systems since April 2008, overseeing the operations of its five operating units. Strader joined Textron Systems in 2007 through Textron’s acquisition of United Industrial Corporation (UIC) and its subsidiary, AAI. Prior to the acquisition, Strader was president and chief executive officer of the publicly traded UIC and led AAI’s Defense System segment. 
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TSRA WEBSITE – A VALUABLE REFERENCE TOOL





The TSRA Website is a valuable reference source. Postings are made to the website for your enjoyment and information on an on-going basis in between publication dates of the Newsletter.  Sometimes we have too many photographs from an event to include in the Newsletter, but they all get posted on the website. Also, important information is available to you in a near real-time manner.  





The TSRA website (tsretirees.org) has added the following new information since the August newsletter.





Information about open enrollment for Textron health plans


The presentation and photos from the October luncheon


A report about and a link to photos from the winery outing (now in the archives)


A link to a chart showing the differences between a cold and the H1N1 flu


Four articles under News You Can Use:


�HYPERLINK "http://www.tsretirees.org/TaxFacts.doc"�New vehicle sales and income tax deductions for 2009�


�HYPERLINK "http://www.tsretirees.org/SSCalculation.doc"�How your social security benefits are calculated�


�HYPERLINK "http://www.tsretirees.org/PensionTaxes.doc"�Tax information regarding pensions and social security benefits�


�HYPERLINK "http://www.tsretirees.org/InsuranceCosts.doc"�Pre-retiree Social Security and Medicare Hospitalization Insurance Costs for 2009�





We recommend that you visit the site often to be sure you don’t miss something important.


(� HYPERLINK "http://www.tsretirees.org/index.htm" ��www.tsretirees.org/index.htm�)
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Ron Milauskas, TRSA President, presents Proclamation to


Bill Fitzgerald as Margaret Fitzgerald looks on.





UPCOMING EVENTS





Spring Luncheon


(Details will be provided at a later date)





TSRA members in need of transportation to social events and seminars should contact Len Epstein, 508-877-9415, or lenepstein@rcn.com and provide the following information:


	Name:


	Address:


	Telephone:


	E-mail address:


	Event of interest:





TSRA will make every effort to accommodate your needs.  We are striving to increase attendance at spring and fall Luncheons and at other social events and seminars.  Please provide the above information at least two weeks before the date of the event that you would like to attend.
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Anita Adams, Fran and Al Glickman, Dick Preble and Shelly Weisman
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Joe and Helen Burgarella





�


Bob & Freda Koralishn, Julie DeMonico, 


Marie and Tony Longo
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Bob Ricles explains health care planning options.
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IN MEMORIAM





TSRA sends its condolences and sincere sympathy to the families of the following former Avco/Textron employees/or spouses.





Helen Pendergast 01/24/09


Anthony Laurenza 02/09


Theodore “Ted” S. Majewski 08/17/09


Edward D. Shane 08/18/09


Fred Johnson 08/18/09


Dorothy “Joan” Auger 08/23/09


Donald Lutz 08/28/09


Herve H. Lambert 09/18/09


Anthony Rinaldo 09/28/09


Suzanne Stekly 10/05/09


Earnest L. Desmarais 10/13/09


James Martelle 10/25/09


Elmo Sears 11/02/09


Regina E. Thomas 11/10/09





�








�


Dick Homewood, Roland & Theresa Boucher,


and Don Johnson
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